HISTORY OF
THE BIBLE

LESSON 5 - RECONSTRUCTING THE NT
(UP TO THE PRINTING PRESS)
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Transmission of the Bible



Reconstructing the Greek
Text of the New Testament



Constantine the Great (272-337 Ao
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Roman Emperor of lllyrian-Greek

origin (306-337 AD)

First Roman Emperor to convert to

Christianity

Called the Council of Nicaea in 325 AD

Moved capital from Rome to

Byzantium (Constantinople) in 330 AD

A Center of gravity of the whole
empire now shifted east

A Bishop of Constantinople now had
all the honor of the Bishop of
Rome

A After death of Theodosius the
Great, the Roman Empire was
divided for the final time into
western (Latin-speaking) and
eastern (Greek-speaking) halves
(395 AD)



Roman Empire Dividedses 476 any
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Fall of Rome, Rise of Byzantinguss ao

N v v , 1 3 i g > a 2 s
7 ( b, - oo fhidio flozenme ot
Hiw 5 ' S ¢

Boethius usos2e

A Roman senator and philosopher

A Worked on revitalizing the relationship
between the church in Rome and the A
church in Constantinople

A One of the last Greek speakers in the
West

Image from Wikipedia

Empire again had a single
emperor but had little power in
the West which was mostly ruled
by various Germanic tribes

This was now a permanent
separation between the Greek
East and the Latin West

The number of people who spoke
both Greek and Latin now
dwindled, and communication
grew much more difficult
Language, culture and the
Church were now naturally
divided

In the East, this marked the
beginning of the Byzantine
Empire
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=== Borders of Justinian’s empire
| Byzantine Empire in 527 A.D.
Justinian'’s conquests
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East-West Schism (1054 AD)

Hag|a SOph|a (537-pres.)

Roman/Byzantine church originally built

in 360, burned down in 532
Greek-speaking orthodox church

Converted to Roman Catholic Latin-

speaking cathedral 1204-1261

Converted to Muslim mosque in 1454
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Justinian | (Byzantine
Emperor from 527 to 565 AD)
took back much of the
western part of the Roman
Empire, but established
caesaropapism (the emperor
had charge over the church).
This did not sit well with the
Church in Rome

Much of the other points of
conflict were border disputes,
theological issues,
governance & canonical
Issues

Mutual excommunication of
both East and West churches
occurred in 1054 AD



The Great SChiSfTI1054 AD)

Image from https://www.britannica.com/event/Schism-of-1054



