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Modern English Language Distribution
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ÅThird most spoken native language in the world

Å360-400 million native speakers

Å600-700 million total speakers
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William Tyndale (1494-1536)

Å English scholar and leading figure in Reformation

Å Studied theology at Oxford

Å Fluent in Latin, Greek & Hebrew

Å Translated the Bible into English from the Greek & 

Hebrew for the first time (translated the entire NT, 

Pentateuch & Jonah, completed by successors)

Å Betrayed to church authorities in 1536 and turned 

over to be strangled to death and burned

Å His final, dying wordsé
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ñLord, open the King of Englandôs eyes!ò
And God did, even as he spoke!



John Foxe records a conversation 

between William Tyndale and a learned 

clergymané

The clergyman asserted to Tyndale, 

"We had better be without God's laws 

than the Pope's." 

Tyndale responded: "I defy the Pope, 

and all his laws; and if God spares my 

life, ere many years, I will cause the boy 

that driveth the plow to know more of 

the Scriptures than thou dost!"

William Tyndale & the Plow Boy
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Tyndale Bible (1526-NT)

Å The first English translation from the Greek and 

Hebrew ïused Erasmusô 3rd edition for NT (1522)

Å First English translation to use the printing press

Å Condemned and banned in England by Church 

officials

Å About 3,000 copies made, only 4 copies survive 

today because of its fierce opposition

Å Influenced the King James Version (1611) 

[perhaps up to 83% of NT] ïGod answered 

Tyndaleôs final prayer!

Beginning of John from the 
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