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ñThe moment [the miracle] enters [Natureôs] 

realm, it obeys her laws. Miraculous wine will 

intoxicate, miraculous conception will lead to 

pregnancy, inspired books will suffer all the 

ordinary processes of textual corruption, 

miraculous bread will be digested.ò

After Supernatural Inspirationé

C. S. Lewis, Miracles: A Preliminary Study, (1947), p.81





Definitionïthe list of all the Books that belong 

in the Bible

Derivationïfrom the Greek word kanon

referring to a ñruleò or ñmeasuring instrumentò

Meaningïa list of books that met certain rules, 

and that these books become our rule of life

Canon of the Bible



ñCanonicity is determined by God.  

A book is not inspired because 

men made it canonical, it is 

canonical because God inspired it.ò

Who Determines Canonicity?

Geisler & Nix, A General Introduction to 

the Bible (Revised and Expanded), p.220



òFor we have not an innumerable multitude 

of books among us, disagreeing from and 

contradicting one another [as the Greeks 

have], but only twenty -two books*, which 

contain the records of all the past times; 

which are justly believed to be divine;ó

-Josephus (AD 37-100) (Against Apion, 8:38)

Old Testament Canon

* These 22 books likely are the 39 books in our modern Bibles



òIt is true, our history hath been written 

since Artaxerxes* very particularly, but hath 

not been esteemed of the like authority 

with the former by our forefathers, because 

there hath not been an exact succession of 

prophets since that time;ó 

-Josephus (AD 37-100) (Against Apion, 8:41)

Old Testament Canon

* Artaxerxes of Persia reigned 464-423 BC (roughly the time of Malachi)



46
And laid up the stones in the 

mountain of the temple in a 

convenient place, until there should 

come a prophet* to shew what 

should be done with them. 

-1 Maccabees 4:46 (late 2nd century BC)

Old Testament Canon

* There was no prophet during this period of Jewish history proving there was no inspired Scripture




