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World Population at Time of Christ
(~300 million)

Image from http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/worldbalance/numb-01.html

Each dot represents 1 million people



World Population at Time of Christ
(~300 million)

Image from http://xenohistorian.faithweb.com/worldhis/maps.html

Red area was civilized by 1 AD

Brown area by 1000 AD



Image from https://visualunit.me/2015/08/28/the-nations-of-pentecost/

Nations Present at Pentecost (33 AD)

Click Flame!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BJ0dZhHccfU


Image from Logos Bible Software

Philip and the 

Ethiopian 

Eunuch – Acts 8 

(Mid 30’s AD)

Gospel goes to 

Ethiopia



Image from http://ubdavid.org/bible/characters4/characters4-2.html

Spread of the Gospel in Acts (33-62 AD)



Image from http://www.conformingtojesus.com/charts-maps/en/paul%27s_journeys_map.htm

Paul’s Missionary Journeys (48-62 AD)



Spread of Christianity by 200 AD

Image from http://slideplayer.com/slide/2806494/



Spread of Christianity by 325 AD

Image from http://www.bible-history.com/new-testament/the-spread-of-christianity.html



Spread of Christianity by 600 AD

Image from 

http://ancientromescientificrevolution.wee

bly.com/ancient-rome-religion/map-spread-

of-christianity-in-ancient-rome



Spread of Christianity by 800 AD

Image from http://www.sheltonstate.edu/faculty_staff/faculty_website_directory/boening_chuck/western_civ.aspx



Spread of Christianity by 1000 AD

Image from http://www.cidev-ong.org/phd-writing/homework-help-christianity/



World Population at 1000 AD
(~310 million)

Image from http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/worldbalance/numb-02.html

Each dot represents 1 million people



Image from http://www.bible.ca/maps/

Early Church Fathers (70-400 AD)



Image from http://slideplayer.com/slide/4249486/

Early Church Fathers (90-500 AD)



Image from https://visualunit.me/tag/church-history/

Early Church Fathers (1-250 AD)



Image from https://visualunit.me/tag/church-history/

Early Church Fathers (250-500 AD)



100 AD

Gospels Acts Pauline Epistles Catholic 
Epistles Revelation

By 100 AD all of the New Testament 

Books had been written.  We currently do 

not have the autograph or any copies 

dating before 100 AD



125 AD

Gospels Acts Pauline Epistles Catholic 
Epistles Revelation

Date: II (~125 A.D.)

Text: John 18:31-33; 37-38

P52

John 18:31-33, 37-38

Oldest existing 

New Testament 

manuscript!



200 AD

Gospels Acts Pauline Epistles Catholic 
Epistles Revelation

P46

P66



250 AD

Gospels Acts Pauline Epistles Catholic 
Epistles Revelation

P45
P47



300 AD

Gospels Acts Pauline Epistles Catholic 
Epistles Revelation

P72



350 AD

Gospels Acts Pauline Epistles Catholic 
Epistles Revelation

Oldest 

existing 

~complete 

New 

Testaments

Sinaiticus

& 

Vaticanus



Comparison of NT Witnesses to Other Historical Works

Image from https://calvarychapel.com/posts/were-the-new-testament-manuscripts-copied-accurately



Types and Ages of NT Manuscripts

Image from https://biblequestions.info/2019/11/30/what-is-the-gregory-aland-numbering-system/



Date: Early III

Text: Matt. 1:1-9; 

12-13; 14-20

P1



Date: Mid-Late II

Text: Luke 1-6; 

Matt. 3,5,26

P4+64+67

P4

P64



Date: IV

Text: Romans 1:1-7

P10
▪ Carelessly written, crude and irregular hand-

writing, contains some irregular spellings

▪ Alexandrian text type

▪ Found bundled with a contract dated 316 AD



Date: II

Text: Titus 1:11-15; 2:3-8

P32



Date: II

Text: Rom-1Thess; Heb.

P46

• One of the most significant Greek 

manuscripts

• Copied by a professional scribe

• Contains most of Paul’s corpus 

(including Hebrews!) excluding the 

pastoral epistles

• Dated to about 150-175 AD (maybe 

only 100 years after Paul wrote!

• Found in Egypt, this manuscript 

proves that Paul’s letters were being 

copied and distributed among the 

churches all over the Mediterranean 

region and were held as authoritative



Date: II (~125 A.D.)

Text: John 18:31-33; 37-38

P52

recto: John 18:31-33

verso: John 18:37-38

Oldest 

New Testament 

manuscript



Date: Middle II

Text: most of 

John

P66

John 7:52; 8:12-16

Note the article in John 

7:52 signifying, “search 

the Scriptures and you 

will see that the prophet 

does not come from 

Galilee.”

This early manuscript, 

and most others, does 

not contain the pericope

of the adulteress (John 

7:53-8:11) signifying it is 

not in John’s original.



Date: III - IV

Text: 1 & 2 Peter; Jude

P72

End of 1Peter, beginning of 2Peter

•Oldest manuscript of Peter’s 

epistles and Jude

Image from Wikipedia



Date: 175-225 AD

Text: Luke 3:18-24:53; John 1-15

P75

End of Luke, 

beginning of John

• Oldest manuscript of Luke

• John 10:7 – Jesus says “I AM the 

Shepherd of the sheep,” instead of 

the Door

• Luke 16:19 includes a name for 

the rich man – onoma Neues

(name N[in]evah)

Image from Wikipedia



Date: 175-225 AD

Text: Luke 3:18-24:53; John 1-15

P75

Luke 16:19 in the parable of the 

rich man and Lazarus includes a 

name for the rich man – onoma

Neues (name N[in]evah).  This 

follows a Coptic church tradition 

that the rich man was called 

Ninevah, a symbol of dissolute 

riches (Metzger, p. 59)

Image from CSNTM



Date: 175-225 AD

Text: Luke 3:18-24:53; John 1-15

P75

John 10:7 here Jesus says, 

“amen amen lego humin

ego eimi o poimen ton 

probaton.” (truly, truly I say 

to you, “I AM the Shepherd 

of the sheep,” instead of the 

“Door of the sheep.”)

Image from CSNTM



Date: Early-Mid II

Text: Philem. 13-15, 24-25

P87

recto: Philemon 13-15



Date: Late III – early IV

Text: Fragments of 

Revelation

P115

Revelation 13:18 where the 

text is one of the few [Codex 

C & a witness known to 

Irenaeus] to say the number 

of the Beast is 616 [χ̅ι̅ϛ]̅

instead of 666 [χ̅ξ̅ϛ].

Image from CSNTM



Date: 4
th

century (~360 AD)

Text: nearly complete Bible

א – Codex Sinaiticus

Mark 16:2 – Luke 1:9

• Alexandrian text uncial ms.

written on parchment (calf & 

sheep skins)

• Includes most of OT, some 

Apocrypha, all the NT and 

Epistle of Barnabas & 

Shepherd of Hermas

• re-discovered by Constantin

von Tischendorf at St. 

Catherine’s Monastery in 

Egypt in 1844

• One of the most important 

witnesses to the NT



Codex Sinaiticus – 4th Century
folio 248 (John 2:17-3:25) – British Library

Eusebian Canon 

codes for depicting 

parallel passages in 

a harmony of the 

Gospels 

Nomina Sacrum form 

of Iesous (Jesus).  

The first and last 

letters (IC) of His 

name are written and 

contracted with a bar 

across the top.

Mistaken repeated words
Mistaken omission of the phrase “and 

said to him” added later by an editor

Accidental omission of large 

parts of John 3:20, 21 added 

later by an editor in the 5th-7th

centuries

Scribe left out the word “His” in John 

3:16!  Added later by a corrector.



Date: 5
th

century

Text: nearly complete Bible

A – Codex Alexandrinus

1John 4:4 – 5:9

• One of the most important 

witnesses to the NT

• Uncial manuscript written on 

vellum

• Mixed Byzantine, 

Alexandrian & Western text 

types

• Includes most of OT and NT 

and several Apocryphal books 

(incl. 1 & 2 Clement)

• Ms moved Alexandria to 

Britain in 1621, now in British 

Museum 



Date: 4
th

century

Text: nearly complete Bible

B – Codex Vaticanus

John 7:32 – 8:19

• One of the most important 

witnesses to the NT

• Uncial manuscript written on 

thin, delicate vellum

• Alexandrian text type

• Contains most of OT, NT and 

Apocrypha

• Ms kept in the Vatican since 

15th century



Date: 4
th

century

Text: nearly complete Bible

B – Codex Vaticanus2Thess 3:11 – Heb. 2:2

• Original copyist at Hebrews 1:3 

wrote “He manifests [phaneron] all 

things”

• A later corrector erase the 

mistake and wrote in “He bears 

[pheron] all things”

• A still later editor erased the 2nd

editor’s correction and replaced 

with the original error.

• This last editor then wrote in the 
margin “ἀμαθέστατε καὶ κακέ, ἂφες 
τὸν παλαιόν, μὴ μεταποίει“ (“You fool 

and knave, can’t you leave the old 

reading alone, and not alter it!”)

Images from http://www.thetextofthegospels.com/2017/06/fool-and-

knave-hebrews-1-in-codex.html and

http://www.willker.de/wie/Vaticanus/note1512.html

http://www.thetextofthegospels.com/2017/06/fool-and-knave-hebrews-1-in-codex.html
http://www.willker.de/wie/Vaticanus/note1512.html


Date: V

Text: most of NT

C – Codex Ephraemi

A palimpsest which 

was scraped off in 

the 12th Century 

and overwritten with 

a Greek translation 

of 38 sermons of St 

Ephraem, a Syrian 

church father of the 

4th Century.

Image from CSNTM

The biblical text 

was then edited in 

the 6th & 9th Century



Date: 5
th

Century

Text: Gospels and Acts

D – Codex Bezae

The primary example of the 

“Western Text,” this codex 

is quite different than most 

others.  Acts is about 10% 

longer.  An example is here 

in Acts 15:20 where after 

the four prohibitions of the 

Jerusalem Council of 

50AD, the negative golden 

rule can be found.

Image from CSNTM
Acts 15:11-21



Date: Late 6
th

Century

Text: Acts

Ea – Codex Laudianus 35

An interlinear with Latin on the 

left side and Greek on the 

right.  A mixed text type 

agreeing with Western and 

Byzantine manuscripts.  The 

earliest witness to the 

Ethiopian eunuch's confession 

of faith in Acts 8:37 (not 

original to Luke as attested in 

the earlier Alexandrian texts).  

The King James Version 

includes this confession of 

faith.

Image from CSNTM
Acts 8:36-38



Kap – Codex Mosquensis

Image from Wikipedia
Beginning of 1 Peter

Date: 9
th

Century

Text: Acts, Paul, Catholic epistles

The biblical text is written in majuscule 

script.  It is separated into paragraphs by 

comments written in minuscule script.  At 

the foot of the page are scholia

(explanatory notes), attributed to John 

Chrysostom (c. 349-407 AD) [Metzger]

Biblical text

Commentary



Date: 8
th

Century

Text: Gospels

L – Codex Regius

Written badly by a scribe who 

committed many ignorant 

blunders (Metzger), the text is 

Alexandrian.  One of the few 

witnesses to a shorter ending of 

Mark after 16:8.  It also contains 

the longer traditional ending 

found in the King James Version.

Image from CSNTM
Mark 16:6-9

“But they [the women] reported briefly to Peter 

and those with him all that they had been told.  

And after this, Jesus Himself sent out by means 

of them, from east to west, the sacred and 

imperishable proclamation of eternal salvation.” 

(short ending of Mark highlighted in red box)

Original ending 

of Mark

Longer ending 

of Mark

Scribal notes in green boxes.  He was uncertain which ending to use so he included both.  First note says 

“Something to this effect is also met with.”  The second note says, "But this also is met with after the words ‘for 

they were afraid’:”



Codex Regius [L] 

(8th Century)

10 ορατε μη καταφρονησητε ενος των μικρων τουτων λεγω γαρ υμιν οτι οι αγγελοι αυτων 

εν ουρανοις δια παντος βλεπουσιν το προσωπον του πατρος μου του εν ουρανοις 

11 ηλθεν γαρ ο υιος του ανθρωπου σωσαι το απολωλος (missing in NA27) 

12 τι υμιν δοκει εαν γενηται τινι ανθρωπω εκατον προβατα και πλανηθη εν εξ αυτων ουχι 

αφεις τα εννενηκονταεννεα επι τα ορη πορευθεις ζητει το πλανωμενον 

Stephen’s Textus Receptus [1550]

Matthew 

18:10-12

v 11



N – Codex Petropolitanus

Purpureus

Image from WikipediaMatthew 10:10-17

Date: 6
th

Century

Text: Gospels



“And they excused themselves, saying, "This age of 

lawlessness and unbelief is under Satan, who does not allow 

the truth and power of God to prevail over the unclean things of 

the spirits [or: does not allow what lies under the unclean spirits 

to understand the truth and power of God]. Therefore reveal thy 

righteousness now" - thus they spoke to Christ. And Christ 

replied to them, "The term of years of Satan's power has been 

fulfilled, but other terrible things draw near. And for those who 

have sinned I was delivered over to death, that they may return 

to the truth and sin no more in order to inherit the spiritual and 

incorruptible glory of righteousness which is in heaven.” 

(Freer Logion after Mark 16:14 – red box)

W – Codex Washingtonianus

Image from CSNTM

Mark 16:12-17

Date: 4
th

or 5
th

Century

Text: Gospels

A text with Western, Byzantine & 

Alexandrian readings.  The gospels are in 

the “Western” order of Matthew, John, Luke 

& Mark – disciples first.  This manuscript is 

most famous for the so-called Freer Logion 

found after Mark 16:14.



D – Codex Sangallensis

Image from Wikipedia

Beginning of John

Date: 9
th

Century

Text: Gospels

Greek-Latin interlinear



X – Codex Zacynthius

Image from Wikipedia

Date: 6
th

Century

Text: Luke 1:1-11:33

A 6th Century palimpsest written in 

majuscule script.  It was erased in the 13th

Century and overwritten with a gospel 

lectionary in miniscule script.

Luke 3:7-8 [6th Century majuscule]

Matthew 26:39-51 [13th Century minuscule lectionary]



S – Codex Rossanensis

Image from Wikipedia

Date: 6
th

Century

Text: Matthew & Mark

A 6th Century primarily Byzantine 

text.  The earliest known 

manuscript with watercolor 

images depicting biblical events 

(pictured here is one of the 

seventeen: Jesus before Pilate)

Jesus Before Pilate



047

Image from Wikipedia

Date: 8
th

Century

Text: gospels

A Byzantine-type majuscule with 

the writing in the shape of a cross.

1John 5:7-8



0169

Image from Wikipedia

Date: 4
th

Century

Text: Revelation

A 3 ¾ x 2 7/8 inch “pocket edition” 

of the Book of Revelation.  

Rev. 3:19-4:3



MS 33

Image from Wikipedia

Date: 16
th

Century

Text: entire NT

The first Greek manuscript that 

contains the ‘Johannine Comma’ 

(1John 5:7-8).  It was on the basis 

of this single, late witness that 

Erasmus was induced to insert 

this certainly spurious passage 

into the text of 1 John.  This 

manuscript gives every 

appearance of having been 

produced expressly for the 

purpose of confuting Erasmus 

(Metzger, 88).  Consequently, the 

passage made it into the King 

James Version.1John 5:7-8



MS 1424

Image from CSNTM

Date: 9
th

Century

Text: entire NT

This 9th century minuscule is the 

earliest complete New Testament 

in minuscule script.  Of the >5800 

NT manuscripts only 60 or so are 

complete.  In this manuscript the 

letters of Paul interestingly follow 

Revelation.  A commentary 

surrounds the biblical text (see 

image).  One of the more 

important minuscule manuscripts 

for textual criticism of the NT.

Beginning of Romans



MS 2816

Image from Wikipedia

Date: 15
th

Century

Text: Acts, Paul, Catholics

This 15th century minuscule is famous 

for containing the Ethiopian Eunuch’s 

confession (Acts 8:37) in the margin.  

The passage is not original to Luke, but 

Erasmus considered it a scribal 

blunder and included it in his 1522 

Greek NT edition even though he had 

no other Greek witness.  As a result, it 

was included in the Textus Receptus

and then the King James Version of 

1611.

Beginning of Acts



ℓ 86

Image from Wikipedia

Date: 1335

Text: Lessons from John, 

Matthew & Luke

This is a lectionary of the gospels 

written in minuscule script that 

has a colophon dating it to exactly 

1335 AD.



ℓ 183

Image from Wikipedia

Date: 10
th

Century

Text: Lessons from John, 

Matthew & Luke

This is a 10th century Byzantine 

lectionary written in majuscule 

script

Beginning of John



Printed Bibles, Editions & Other Materials



Timeline of Biblical Witnesses

New Testament 

witnesses

Silver Scrolls 

(586 BC)

Nash 

Papyrus 

(150 BC)

Papyrus

Majuscules

MinusculesGreek 

Manuscripts
Lectionaries

Church Fathers

128

322

2926

2462

1,000,000+

Other Languages 18,000+

Dead Sea Scrolls~220

Septuagint (Greek)     ~2000

Samaritan Pentateuch ???

Codex 

Leningradensis

Masoretic Text     ~10,000

Targums (Aramaic)???
Old Testament 

witnesses


