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By 100 AD all of the New Testament
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Comparison of NT Witnesses to Other Historical Works

Biblical Manuscripts Compared to Selected Ancient Sources

Author

Ancient Source

Date of
Original

Earliest
Manuscript

Gap from
Original

Manuscript
Copies

Plato

Dialogues/Tetralogies

4th cent. BC

3rd cent. BC

c. 150 years

c. 210-240

Homer

Iliad

9th cent. BC

c. 400-415 BC

c. 450 years

c. 1800+

Herodotus

History

5th cent. BC

2nd—1st cent.
BC

c. 450 years

c. 100+

Thucydides

History of the
Peloponnesian Wars

5th cent. BC

3rd cent BC

. 200 years

c. 185

Demosthenes

Orations/Speeches

4th cent. BC

1st cent. BC

. 300 years

c. 440+

Aristophanes

Assorted works

448-385 BC

AD 900

. 1,300 years

10

Sophocles

Plays

5th cent. BC?

3rd cent. BC

. 200 years

c. 220+

Julius Caesar

The Gallic Wars

58-44 BC

9th cent. AD

. 900 years

c. 250

Tacitus

Annals of Imperial
Rome

AD 58-120

9th-11th cent.
AD

c. 800-1000
years

CoO ok

Suetonius

The Twelve Caesars

AD 118-120

9th cent. AD

c. 800 years

c.8F

Pliny,
the Elder

Natural History

1st cent. AD

5th/14th-15th
cent. AD

c. 400-1500
years

c. 200

Greek New Testament Manuscripts

AD 45-100

AD 117-325

30-300 years

5,856

Non-Greek New Testament
manuscripts (translations)

18,000+

Total New Testament manuscripts

c. 24,000

Old Testament scrolls and codices (in various collections)*

c. 42.000

Total biblical manuscripts

c. 66,000+

Source: Adapted and updated from H. Wayne House and Joseph M. Holden, Charts of Apologetics and Christian Evidences
Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2006), Chart 43.
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Types and Ages of NT Manuscripts

Greek New Testament Manuscripts, Age and Gregory-Aland Types

Data frome Brannan, Rick. Mew Testament Maruscript Explorer [Logos Bible Software, version 8.8, NTME 2015 ), Chart from: BibleQuestions info
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