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LESSON 5 - RECONSTRUCTING THE NT PART I
(CRITICAL EDITIONS AND MANUSCRIPT WITNESSES)
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Reconstructing the Greek Text of

the New Testament
(Formation of the Critical Texts)
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Edward Wells1667-1727)

A English mathematician and theological writer

A Published a Greek NT at Oxford which deviated from
Elzevir® text 210 times (almost always agreeing with 19t
century text critics), drawing from John Mill@ variant readings

A Credited with the first complete NT that moved away from the
Textus Receptus In favor of readings from the more ancient
manuscripts

A His edition was largely ignored by his contemporaries
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Richard Bentley (1662-1742)
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English classical scholar & master of Trinity
College, Cambridge

Set out to reproduce the Greek NT of the 4%
century, collected more manuscript evidence
Swiss theologian Johann Jakob Wettstein
had collated manuscripts for Bentley and
published a Greek NT edition in 1752
(Elzevir® text but includes preferred readings
from older manuscripts in the margins) i he
was sent into exile for allegedly denying the
divinity of Christ because of his textual
studies
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JohannJakob Griesbach (1745-1812)

German biblical text critic

Professor of NT at University of Jena

Classified the NT manuscripts into three families:
Alexandrian, Western and Byzantine

Laid the foundation for all future work on the
Greek NT

Published his first edition of Greek NT 1775-1777
Published 15 rules for textual criticism when
evaluating variant readings

First German scholar to abandon the Textus
Receptus in many places and publish a Greek
NT in the form to which his investigations had
brought him.



Johann Leonhard Hugi765-1846)
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A Roman Catholic schol ars

A Hugprofessor at UniivwRmeiidgal

A Schdalpaupil &G fandugprof essor at
Bonn

A Hug postul ated th3atemtut et |
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KatLhchmarnisi

| A German philologist and critic
| A Produced one of the first complete

breaks from the Textus Receptus with 3
editions of the Greek NT

A His was the first with NT that rested
wholly on a critical text with evaluations
of variant readings

A His 1831 edition contained a list of
deviations from the Textus Receptus and
was constructed for the first time directly
on ancient manuscripts and not an
earlier printed edition
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Lobegott Friedrich Constantin von Tischendorf (sis-1874)

A

Too T

| mage from Wi ki pedi a

Sought out and published more manuscripts and

produced more critical editions of the Greek Bible than

any other single scholar

Studied theology at Leipzig

Stated, 1 am confronted with a sacred task, the

struggle to regain the original form of the New

Testamentoat age 25

His 8" edition of 1872 contained a rich apparatus of all

the variants that he or his predecessors had found in

the manuscripts, versions and fathers

This edition varies from his 7t in 3,572 places because

of his discovery of Codex Sinaiticus in between

A Discovered at St Catherine® monestary in Mt. Sinai
In 1844, published in 1862, oldest complete Bible
(~350 AD)
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NOVUM
TESTAMENTUM

GRAECE

Nestle-Aland (novumtestamentum graece) (1898-2012)

UBS GNT
committee

A
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Widely used edition attributed to the work of
scholars Eberhard Nestle (1851-1913) and Kurt
Aland (1915-1994) who led the editing work
Nestle® first edition was published in 1898
combining the texts of Tischendorf, Westcott &
Hort, and Weymouth

28t edition (NA28) published in 2012 i identical
text to United Bible Society® 5" edition (UBS5)
An eclectic text chosen by committee based on
established textual criticism guidelines

The NA text is the primary textual basis for most
modern translations of the New Testament
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, A American Bible schol ar,
QIAProfessor at Princeton
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The Center FOR. THE STUDY OF Dan Wallace (1952,

Professor of NT studies at DTS

World-renowned expert in Biblical Greek & author of the
widely popular Greek Grammar: Beyond the Basics.

A Founder and Executive Director at the Center for the
Studies of New Testament Manuscripts (Sept. 2002)

o Joo

/{bta Xiaaizy

2 LINRBODOARS RATAGI
A DNBSS] bSg ¢Saiul YSy
Xy adzOK AYlF3Sa OFly 06S L
GAUK2dz RSUOSNRAZ2NI (A2

a0OK2fF NA R2Aya8 GSEGC

Image from http://evangelicaltextualcriticism.blogspot.com/2006/03/interview-with-dan-wallace.html


https://www.csntm.org/

Manuscr ivpxi sAcgoev er vy

P52 (AD 125) 1 oldest
extant manuscript Ver skogil(

Codex Sinaiticus (~AD 350)

oldest @ompletedBible e :
/ Available manuscripts for the Mass manuscript discoveries &

English Standard Version (~5800)  Pirth of textual criticism

¢ ——6—0—¢
>
S
2!
Avail able manuscripts fo t he
King Jamesl1l%ersion ( ~
Coddx z ¢5a" King James
Cent daolydest NT Version (1611)
manuscript available for

King Jameéd Version
but not wused

& U

English Standar



108D
 Gospels |Acts  Pauline EpispEgew

By 100 AD all of the New Testament
Books had been written. We currently do

not have the autograph or any copies
dating before 100 AD



125 AD

Il (~125 A.D.)
John 18:31 -33; 37-38

Ol dest exi sting
New Testament

manuscript!

John 18:31-33, 37-38
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Comparison of NT Witnesses to Other Historical Works

Biblical Manuscripts Compared to Selected Ancient Sources

Author

Ancient Source

Date of
Original

Earliest
Manuscript

Gap from
Original

Manuscript
Copies

Plato

Dialogues/Tetralogies

4th cent. BC

3rd cent. BC

c. 150 years

c. 210-240

Homer

Iliad

9th cent. BC

c. 400-415 BC

c. 450 years

c. 1800+

Herodotus

History

5th cent. BC

2nd—1st cent.
BC

c. 450 years

c. 100+

Thucydides

History of the
Peloponnesian Wars

5th cent. BC

3rd cent BC

. 200 years

c. 185

Demosthenes

Orations/Speeches

4th cent. BC

1st cent. BC

. 300 years

c. 440+

Aristophanes

Assorted works

448-385 BC

AD 900

. 1,300 years

10

Sophocles

Plays

5th cent. BC?

3rd cent. BC

. 200 years

c. 220+

Julius Caesar

The Gallic Wars

58-44 BC

9th cent. AD

. 900 years

c. 250

Tacitus

Annals of Imperial
Rome

AD 58-120

9th-11th cent.
AD

c. 800-1000
years

c. 33+

Suetonius

The Twelve Caesars

AD 118-120

9th cent. AD

c. 800 years

c. 8+

Pliny,
the Elder

Natural History

1st cent. AD

5th/14th-15th
cent. AD

c. 400-1500
years

c. 200

Greek New Testament Manuscripts

AD 45-100

AD 117-325

30-300 years

5,856

Non-Greek New Testament
manuscripts (translations)

18,000+

Total New Testament manuscripts

c. 24,000

Old Testament scrolls and codices (in various collections)*

c. 42.000

Total biblical manuscripts

c. 66,000+

Source: Adapted and updated from H. Wayne House and Joseph M. Holden, Charts of Apologetics and Christian Evidences
Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2006), Chart 43.
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Types and Ages of NT Manuscripts

Greek New Testament Manuscripts, Age and Gregory-Aland Types

Data from: Brannan, Rick. New Testament Manuscript Explorer (Logos Bible Software, version 8.8; NTME 2015); Chart from: BibleQuestions.info

A Lect ionary
- Minuscule

Uncial

B & o o Papyrus
Jﬁ‘* £ aﬁ‘* ﬁ* -ﬁ‘* qﬁ‘*

"':T= ‘5‘ ﬂ.- .,1:} *-'FF
Century (Year) A.D.

Image from https://biblequestions.info/2019/11/30/what-is-the-gregory-aland-numbering-system/
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Text: John 18:31 -33; 37 -38
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This early manuscript, and most others,
does not contain the pericope of the
adulteress (John 7:53-8:11) signifying it
IS not in John& original.
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The primary example of the ANVestern
Text,0this codex is quite different than
most others. Acts is about 10%
longer. An example is here in Acts

15:20 where after the four prohibitions

of the Jerusalem Council of 50AD, the
negative golden rule can be found.
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ABut they [the women] report

with him all that they had been told. And after this, Jesus
Himself sent out by means of them, from east to west, the
sacred and i mperishable proc
(short ending of Mark highlighted in red box)
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AAnd they excused themselves, saying,
Satan, who does not allow the truth and power of God to prevail over the unclean things
of the spirits [or: does not allow what lies under the unclean spirits to understand the
truth and power of God]. Therefore reveal thy righteousness now" - thus they spoke to
Christ. And Christ replied to them, "The term of years of Satan's power has been
fulfilled, but other terrible things draw near. And for those who have sinned | was
delivered over to death, that they may return to the truth and sin no more in order to

i nherit the spiritual and i ncorruptible
(Freer Logion after Mark 16:14 i red box)
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A 6" Century primarily Byzantine text.
The earliest known manuscript with
watercolor images depicting biblical
events (pictured here is one of the
seventeen: Jesus before Pilate)
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Beginning of Romans

MS1 4 2 4
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Textenti re NT

This 9" century minuscule is the earliest
complete New Testament in minuscule script.
Of the >5800 NT manuscripts only 60 or so are
complete. In this manuscript the letters of Paul
Interestingly follow Revelation. A commentary
surrounds the biblical text (see image). One of
the more important minuscule manuscripts for
textual criticism of the NT.
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